CHAPTER  XV
WITH  SIR  RALPH   ABEKCROMBY   IN  THE MEDITERRANEAN"
THE Helder campaign had greatly enhanced Moore's reputation in the Army. Already, wherever he had served, he had become the right-hand man of the General in command, of David Dundas and of Charles Stuart in Corsica, of Sir Ralph Abercromby in the West Indies, and again in Ireland. For weaker men, such as General Trigge in Corsica, or Sir James Stuart in Ireland, he had been the prop on which they leaned* Of that fine old soldier-statesman, Lord Cornwallis, he had become so completely the trusted friend, that the Viceroy had officially claimed that to give him to Abercromby was a personal sacrifice to national duty on his own part. But the operations of the small force in Corsica had been obscured by all the circumstances which attended them, the squabbles between the two services, the quarrel with the Viceroy, and the loss of the island. The fighting in the West Indies was little known, and regarded as a mere detail of the naval conquest. The suppression of the Irish Rebellion, and the defeat of the puny French invasion in its support, had been carried out at first chiefly by the Irish and subsequently by the English and Scottish militia, so that though these different operatiom had in fact needed devotion, tact, skill, and military know-
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